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The Obstacle in our path

STD III

Costly Things Create Thieves
Most people have lost a pen at sometime or the
other. So did Gandhi. He had a costly fountain pen which
was pilfered. The pen was immediately replaced but the
theft pained him. Henceforth, he decided, he would not
use anything so attractive that it would tempt someone to
steal it.
He began using a pen-holder and a nib. (Do you
know what this was like? Ask your parents if you don’t).
But even this did not last forever. For the nib once got
bent and he had to send Manubehn to get a new one.
This was a loss of time when every moment was
precious. Even a few minutes’ delay could upset a whole
day’s schedule. When Manubehn returned, she found
Bapu sharpening the other end of the wooden holder.
“Why”? she wanted to know.
At which Gandhi said, “Now the point of my nib will
never get curved. In olden days, people used such Kittas
for writing purposes. Using them made the handwriting
better, and they did not cost a paisa. “So he now had a
pen that would neither be stolen or spoilt. And do you
know to whom the first letter to be penned with this Kitta
was addressed-Lord Mountbatten.
-Destination Porbandar

In ancient times, a king had a boulder placed on a
roadway. He then hid himself and watched to see if anyone
would move the boulder out of the way. Some of the king’s
wealthiest merchants and courtiers came by and simply
walked around it.
Many people loudly blamed the king for not keeping
the roads clear, but none of them did anything about
getting the stone out of the way.
A peasant then came along carrying a load of
vegetables upon approaching the boulder, the peasant laid
down his burden and tried to push the stone out of the
road. After much pushing and straining, he finally
succeeded.
After the peasant went back to pick up his
vegetables, he noticed a purse lying in the road where the
boulder had been. The purse contained many gold coins
and a note from the king explaining that the gold was for
the person who removed the boulder from the roadway.
Moral of the Story: Every obstacle we come across
in

life

gives

us

an

opportunity

to

improve

our

circumstances, and whilst the lazy complain, the others
are creating opportunities through their kind hearts,
generosity and willingness to get things done.
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